AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

took place ,m secret; and became known only
when the young girls were in an advanced state of
pregnancy ; so cleverly did they conceal this for
seven months, . . . The bride has to go to her
husband's home on various occasions ; and the
chances of their husband[s] meeting them are fre-
quent. . . . Such is the fear of our Law givers that
it is enjoined that even a brother and sister must
not be together alone.

Later, the motion for recirculation having been
adopted without a division, the Government issued
orders to Collectors and District Officers once more to
sound the state of public opinion upon the Sarda Child
MarriageJBill-1 Again the officials in each district were
instructed to gather and transmit the opinions of the
leading members of their communities together with
their own opinions.2

In addition, public meetings were held both in favour
of and in protest against the Bill, while some of the
newspapers carried columns of correspondence, as well
as reports of the various meetings. Unfortunately, no
collection of newspaper clippings on this subject can
be complete, but I have before me reports of seventy-
five organisations and meetings which have taken action
in this matter, together with much correspondence and
many notices of lectures which have appeared in

1 The Hindu, Madras, May i7th, 1928,

9 This document had not been secured up to the time of going
to press. However, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda summarised it in his
speech in the Legislative Assembly on January 29th, 1929. As a
strong advocate for raising the age of consent he is apt to belittle
the opinions against the reform, which appear to be heavily in the
minority.
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